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Executive Order 14159 of January 20, 2025 


Protecting the American People Against Invasion 


By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the 
laws of the United States of America, including the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (INA) (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.) and section 301 of title 3, United 
States Code, it is hereby ordered: 


Section 1. Purpose. Over the last 4 years, the prior administration invited, 
administered, and oversaw an unprecedented flood of illegal immigration 
into the United States. Millions of illegal aliens crossed our borders or 
were permitted to fly directly into the United States on commercial flights 
and allowed to settle in American communities, in violation of longstanding 
Federal laws. 


Many of these aliens unlawfully within the United States present significant 
threats to national security and public safety, committing vile and heinous 
acts against innocent Americans. Others are engaged in hostile activities, 
including espionage, economic espionage, and preparations for terror-related 
activities. Many have abused the generosity of the American people, and 
their presence in the United States has cost taxpayers billions of dollars 
at the Federal, State, and local levels. 


Enforcing our Nation’s immigration laws is critically important to the national 
security and public safety of the United States. The American people deserve 
a Federal Government that puts their interests first and a Government that 
understands its sacred obligation to prioritize the safety, security, and finan-
cial and economic well-being of Americans. 


This order ensures that the Federal Government protects the American people 
by faithfully executing the immigration laws of the United States. 


Sec. 2. Policy. It is the policy of the United States to faithfully execute 
the immigration laws against all inadmissible and removable aliens, particu-
larly those aliens who threaten the safety or security of the American people. 
Further, it is the policy of the United States to achieve the total and efficient 
enforcement of those laws, including through lawful incentives and detention 
capabilities. 


Sec. 3. Faithful Execution of the Immigration Laws. In furtherance of the 
policies described in section 2 of this order: 


(a) Executive Order 13993 of January 20, 2021 (Revision of Civil Immigra-
tion Enforcement Policies and Priorities), Executive Order 14010 of February 
2, 2021 (Creating a Comprehensive Regional Framework To Address the 
Causes of Migration, To Manage Migration Throughout North and Central 
America, and To Provide Safe and Orderly Processing of Asylum Seekers 
at the United States Border), Executive Order 14011 of February 2, 2021 
(Establishment of Interagency Task Force on the Reunification of Families), 
and Executive Order 14012 of February 2, 2021 (Restoring Faith in Our 
Legal Immigration Systems and Strengthening Integration and Inclusion Ef-
forts for New Americans) are hereby revoked; and 


(b) Executive departments and agencies (agencies) shall take all appropriate 
action to promptly revoke all memoranda, guidance, or other policies based 
on the Executive Orders revoked in section 3(a) of this order and shall 
employ all lawful means to ensure the faithful execution of the immigration 
laws of the United States against all inadmissible and removable aliens. 
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Sec. 4. Civil Enforcement Priorities. The Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall take all appropriate action to enable the Director of U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement, the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, and the Director of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
to set priorities for their agencies that protect the public safety and national 
security interests of the American people, including by ensuring the success-
ful enforcement of final orders of removal. Further, the Secretary of Homeland 
Security shall ensure that the primary mission of U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement’s Homeland Security Investigations division is the 
enforcement of the provisions of the INA and other Federal laws related 
to the illegal entry and unlawful presence of aliens in the United States 
and the enforcement of the purposes of this order. 


Sec. 5. Criminal Enforcement Priorities. The Attorney General, in coordina-
tion with the Secretary of State and the Secretary of Homeland Security, 
shall take all appropriate action to prioritize the prosecution of criminal 
offenses related to the unauthorized entry or continued unauthorized pres-
ence of aliens in the United States. 


Sec. 6. Federal Homeland Security Task Forces. (a) The Attorney General 
and the Secretary of Homeland Security shall take all appropriate action 
to jointly establish Homeland Security Task Forces (HSTFs) in all States 
nationwide. 


(b) The composition of each HSTF shall be subject to the direction of 
the Attorney General and the Secretary of Homeland Security, but shall 
include representation from any other Federal agencies with law enforcement 
officers, or agencies with the ability to provide logistics, intelligence, and 
operational support to the HSTFs, and shall also include representation 
from relevant State and local law enforcement agencies. The heads of all 
Federal agencies shall take all appropriate action to provide support to 
the Attorney General and the Secretary of Homeland Security to ensure 
that the HSTFs fulfill the objectives in subsection (c) of this section, and 
any other lawful purpose that fulfills the policy objectives of this order. 


(c) The objective of each HSTF is to end the presence of criminal cartels, 
foreign gangs, and transnational criminal organizations throughout the United 
States, dismantle cross-border human smuggling and trafficking networks, 
end the scourge of human smuggling and trafficking, with a particular focus 
on such offenses involving children, and ensure the use of all available 
law enforcement tools to faithfully execute the immigration laws of the 
United States. 


(d) The Attorney General and the Secretary of Homeland Security shall 
take all appropriate action to provide an operational command center to 
coordinate the activities of the HSTFs and provide such support as they 
may require, and shall also take all appropriate action to provide supervisory 
direction to their activities as may be required. 
Sec. 7. Identification of Unregistered Illegal Aliens. The Secretary of Home-
land Security, in coordination with the Secretary of State and the Attorney 
General, shall take all appropriate action to: 


(a) Immediately announce and publicize information about the legal obliga-
tion of all previously unregistered aliens in the United States to comply 
with the requirements of part VII of subchapter II of chapter 12 of title 
8, United States Code; 


(b) Ensure that all previously unregistered aliens in the United States 
comply with the requirements of part VII of subchapter II of chapter 12 
of title 8, United States Code; and 


(c) Ensure that failure to comply with the legal obligations of part VII 
of subchapter II of chapter 12 of title 8, United States Code, is treated 
as a civil and criminal enforcement priority. 
Sec. 8. Civil Fines and Penalties. (a) The Secretary of Homeland Security, 
in coordination with the Secretary of Treasury, shall take all appropriate 
action to ensure the assessment and collection of all fines and penalties 
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that the Secretary of Homeland Security is authorized by law to assess 
and collect from aliens unlawfully present in the United States, including 
aliens who unlawfully entered or unlawfully attempted to enter the United 
States, and from those who facilitate such aliens’ presence in the United 
States. 


(b) Within 90 days of the date of this order, the Secretary of the Treasury 
and the Secretary of Homeland Security shall submit a report to the President 
regarding their progress implementing the requirements of this section and 
recommending any additional actions that may need to be taken to achieve 
its objectives. 
Sec. 9. Efficient Removals of Recent Entrants and Other Aliens. The Secretary 
of Homeland Security shall take all appropriate action, pursuant to section 
235(b)(1)(A)(iii)(I) of the INA (8 U.S.C. 1225(b)(1)(A)(iii)(I)), to apply, in 
her sole and unreviewable discretion, the provisions of section 235(b)(1)(A)(i) 
and (ii) of the INA to the aliens designated under section 235(b)(1)(A)(iii)(II). 
Further, the Secretary of Homeland Security shall promptly take appropriate 
action to use all other provisions of the immigration laws or any other 
Federal law, including, but not limited to sections 238 and 240(d) of the 
INA (8 U.S.C. 1228 and 1229a(d)), to ensure the efficient and expedited 
removal of aliens from the United States. 


Sec. 10. Detention Facilities. The Secretary of Homeland Security shall 
promptly take all appropriate action and allocate all legally available re-
sources or establish contracts to construct, operate, control, or use facilities 
to detain removable aliens. The Secretary of Homeland Security, further, 
shall take all appropriate actions to ensure the detention of aliens appre-
hended for violations of immigration law pending the outcome of their 
removal proceedings or their removal from the country, to the extent per-
mitted by law. 


Sec. 11. Federal-State Agreements. To ensure State and local law enforcement 
agencies across the United States can assist with the protection of the 
American people, the Secretary of Homeland Security shall, to the maximum 
extent permitted by law, and with the consent of State or local officials 
as appropriate, take appropriate action, through agreements under section 
287(g) of the INA (8 U.S.C. 1357(g)) or otherwise, to authorize State and 
local law enforcement officials, as the Secretary of Homeland Security deter-
mines are qualified and appropriate, to perform the functions of immigration 
officers in relation to the investigation, apprehension, or detention of aliens 
in the United States under the direction and the supervision of the Secretary 
of Homeland Security. Such authorization shall be in addition to, rather 
than in place of, Federal performance of these duties. To the extent permitted 
by law, the Secretary of Homeland Security may structure each agreement 
under section 287(g) of the INA (8 U.S.C. 1357(g)) in the manner that 
provides the most effective model for enforcing Federal immigration laws 
in that jurisdiction. 


Sec. 12. Encouraging Voluntary Compliance with the Law. The Secretary 
of Homeland Security shall take all appropriate action, in coordination with 
the Secretary of State and the Attorney General, and subject to adequate 
safeguards, assurances, bonds, and any other lawful measure, to adopt poli-
cies and procedures to encourage aliens unlawfully in the United States 
to voluntarily depart as soon as possible, including through enhanced usage 
of the provisions of section 240B of the INA (8 U.S.C. 1229c), international 
agreements or assistance, or any other measures that encourage aliens unlaw-
fully in the United States to depart as promptly as possible, including 
through removals of aliens as provided by section 250 of the INA (8 U.S.C. 
1260). 


Sec. 13. Recalcitrant Countries. The Secretary of State and the Secretary 
of Homeland Security shall take all appropriate action to: 


(a) Cooperate and effectively implement, as appropriate, the sanctions 
provided by section 243(d) of the INA (8 U.S.C. 1253(d)), with the Secretary 
of State, to the maximum extent permitted by law, ensuring that diplomatic 


VerDate Sep<11>2014 16:47 Jan 28, 2025 Jkt 265001 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 4790 Sfmt 4790 E:\FR\FM\29JAE9.SGM 29JAE9kh
am


m
on


d 
on


 D
S


K
9W


7S
14


4P
R


O
D


 w
ith


 P
R


E
S


D
O


C
E







8446 Federal Register / Vol. 90, No. 18 / Wednesday, January 29, 2025 / Presidential Documents 


efforts and negotiations with foreign states include the foreign states’ accept-
ance of their nationals who are subject to removal from the United States; 
and 


(b) Eliminate all documentary barriers, dilatory tactics, or other restrictions 
that prevent the prompt repatriation of aliens to any foreign state. Any 
failure or delay by a foreign state to verify the identity of a national of 
that state shall be considered in carrying out subsection (a) this section, 
and shall also be considered regarding the issuance of any other sanctions 
that may be available to the United States. 
Sec. 14. Visa Bonds. The Secretary of Treasury shall take all appropriate 
action, in coordination with the Secretary of State and the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, to establish a system to facilitate the administration 
of all bonds that the Secretary of State or the Secretary of Homeland Security 
may lawfully require to administer the provisions of the INA. 


Sec. 15. Reestablishment of the VOICE Office and Addressing Victims of 
Crimes Committed by Removable Aliens. The Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall direct the Director of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
to take all appropriate and lawful action to reestablish within ICE an office 
to provide proactive, timely, adequate, and professional services to victims 
of crimes committed by removable aliens, and those victims’ family members. 
The Attorney General shall also ensure that the provisions of 18 U.S.C. 
3771 are followed in all Federal prosecutions involving crimes committed 
by removable aliens. 


Sec. 16. Addressing Actions by the Previous Administration. The Secretary 
of State, the Attorney General, and the Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall promptly take all appropriate action, consistent with law, to rescind 
the policy decisions of the previous administration that led to the increased 
or continued presence of illegal aliens in the United States, and align any 
and all departmental activities with the policies set out by this order and 
the immigration laws. Such action should include, but is not limited to: 


(a) ensuring that the parole authority under section 212(d)(5) of the INA 
(8 U.S.C. 1182(d)(5)) is exercised on only a case-by-case basis in accordance 
with the plain language of the statute, and in all circumstances only when 
an individual alien demonstrates urgent humanitarian reasons or a significant 
public benefit derived from their particular continued presence in the United 
States arising from such parole; 


(b) ensuring that designations of Temporary Protected Status are consistent 
with the provisions of section 244 of the INA (8 U.S.C. 1254a), and that 
such designations are appropriately limited in scope and made for only 
so long as may be necessary to fulfill the textual requirements of that 
statute; and 


(c) ensuring that employment authorization is provided in a manner con-
sistent with section 274A of the INA (8 U.S.C. 1324a), and that employment 
authorization is not provided to any unauthorized alien in the United States. 
Sec. 17. Sanctuary Jurisdictions. The Attorney General and the Secretary 
of Homeland Security shall, to the maximum extent possible under law, 
evaluate and undertake any lawful actions to ensure that so-called ‘‘sanc-
tuary’’ jurisdictions, which seek to interfere with the lawful exercise of 
Federal law enforcement operations, do not receive access to Federal funds. 
Further, the Attorney General and the Secretary of Homeland Security shall 
evaluate and undertake any other lawful actions, criminal or civil, that 
they deem warranted based on any such jurisdiction’s practices that interfere 
with the enforcement of Federal law. 


Sec. 18. Information Sharing. (a) The Secretary of Homeland Security shall 
promptly issue guidance to ensure maximum compliance by Department 
of Homeland Security personnel with the provisions of 8 U.S.C. 1373 and 
8 U.S.C. 1644 and ensure that State and local governments are provided 
with the information necessary to fulfill law enforcement, citizenship, or 
immigration status verification requirements authorized by law; and 
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(b) The Attorney General, the Secretary of Health and Human Services, 
and the Secretary of Homeland Security shall take all appropriate action 
to stop the trafficking and smuggling of alien children into the United 
States, including through the sharing of any information necessary to assist 
in the achievement of that objective. 
Sec. 19. Funding Review. The Attorney General and the Secretary of Home-
land Security shall: 


(a) Immediately review and, if appropriate, audit all contracts, grants, 
or other agreements providing Federal funding to non-governmental organiza-
tions supporting or providing services, either directly or indirectly, to remov-
able or illegal aliens, to ensure that such agreements conform to applicable 
law and are free of waste, fraud, and abuse, and that they do not promote 
or facilitate violations of our immigration laws; 


(b) Pause distribution of all further funds pursuant to such agreements 
pending the results of the review in subsection (a) of this section; 


(c) Terminate all such agreements determined to be in violation of law 
or to be sources of waste, fraud, or abuse and prohibit any such future 
agreements; 


(d) Coordinate with the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
to ensure that no funding for agreements described in subsection (c) of 
this section is included in any appropriations request for the Department 
of Justice or the Department of Homeland Security; and 


(e) Initiate clawback or recoupment procedures, if appropriate, for any 
agreements described in subsection (c) of this section. 
Sec. 20. Denial of Public Benefits to Illegal Aliens. The Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget shall take all appropriate action to ensure 
that all agencies identify and stop the provision of any public benefits 
to any illegal alien not authorized to receive them under the provisions 
of the INA or other relevant statutory provisions. 


Sec. 21. Hiring More Agents and Officers. Subject to available appropriations, 
the Secretary of Homeland Security, through the Commissioner of U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection and the Director of U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement, shall take all appropriate action to significantly increase the 
number of agents and officers available to perform the duties of immigration 
officers. 


Sec. 22. Severability. It is the policy of the United States to enforce this 
order to the maximum extent possible to advance the interests of the United 
States. Accordingly: 


(a) If any provision of this order, or the application of any provision 
to any person or circumstance, is held to be invalid, the remainder of 
this order and the application of its other provisions to any other persons 
or circumstances shall not be affected thereby; and 


(b) If any provision of this order, or the application of any provision 
to any person or circumstance, is held to be invalid because of the failure 
to follow certain procedures, the relevant executive branch officials shall 
implement those procedural requirements to conform with existing law and 
with any applicable court orders. 
Sec. 23. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order shall be construed 
to impair or otherwise affect: 


(i) the authority granted by law to an executive department or agency, 
or the head thereof; or 


(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 
(b) This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and 


subject to the availability of appropriations. 


(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
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against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 


THE WHITE HOUSE, 
January 20, 2025. 


[FR Doc. 2025–02006 


Filed 1–28–25; 11:15 am] 


Billing code 3395–F4–P 
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February 5, 2025 


MEMORANDUM FOR ALL DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEES 


FROM: THE ATTORNEY GENERAL t,,, ' 
SUBJECT: .::SAl'IILlUAKY 


r, .I. "'l,.T.r-,,.,-,TT .I. T"'O.,-T 


JUKl.::SlJlLllUl'll 
TTTT"'I.Tr,-Y-.,..y,,-,r-T"'IT...-,,.-,.T 


lJlKtLllVt.::S 
T-...TT"l,Y--,r-,rT'T,- TY--,r,)


· 


Unlawful border crossings and illegal migration into the United States have reached record 
levels, resulting in a substantial and unacceptable threat to our national security and public safety. 
To protect the American people from the effects of unlawful mass migration, President Trump has 
prioritized securing our Nation's borders and enforcing federal immigration laws. In furtherance 
of that objective, the Department of Justice will ensure that, consistent with law, "sanctuary 
jurisdictions" do not receive access to Federal funds from the Department. Consistent with 
applicable statutes, regulations, court orders, and terms, the Department of Justice shall pause the 
distribution of all funds until a review has been completed, terminate any agreements that are in 
violation of law or are the source of waste, fraud, or abuse, and initiate clawback or recoupment 
procedures, where appropriate.2 In carrying out this directive, each component shall comply with 
any notice and procedural requirements in the award, agreement, or other instrument. 


I. End Funding to State and Local Jurisdictions That Unlawfully Interfere with 
Federal Law Enforcement Operations 


Sanctuary jurisdictions should not receive access to federal grants administered by the 
Department of Justice. The Department will exercise its own authority to impose any conditions 
of funding that do not violate applicable constitutional or statutory limitations. See New York v. 
Dep 't ofJustice, 951 F.3d 84, 111 (2d Cir. 2020) ("Because 8 U.S.C. § 1373 is a law applicable to 
all plaintiffs in this action, the Attorney General was authorized to impose the challenged 
Certification Condition and did not violate either the AP A or separation of powers by doing so."). 


Federal law provides that state and local jurisdictions "may not prohibit, or in any way 
restrict, any government entity or official from sending to, or receiving from, [federal immigration 
officers] information regarding the citizenship or immigration status, lawful or unlawful, of any 


1 This guidance is not intended to, does not, and may not be relied upon to create, any right or 
benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party against the United 
States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 


2 This memorandum rescinds, effective today, any inconsistent previous memoranda, policies, or 
guidance documents of the Department of Justice. 







Memorandum for all Department Employees Page2 
Subject: Sanctuary Jurisdiction Directives 


individual." 8 U.S.C. § 1373(a). So-called "sanctuary jurisdictions" include state or local 
jurisdictions that refuse to comply with 8 U.S.C. § 1373, refuse to certify compliance with§ 1373, 
or willfully fail to comply with other applicable federal immigration laws. Consistent with 
statutory authority and past practice, the Department will require any jurisdiction that applies for 
certain Department grants to be compliant with 8 U.S.C. § 1373(a). Within 30 days, the Associate 
Attorney General, in coordination with components that provide Department grants, will report to 
the Attorney General the grants to which this requirement applies. 


Additionally, to the extent consistent with applicable statutes, regulations, and terms, the 
Department may seek to tailor future grants to promote a lawful system of immigration, and to 
reduce efforts by state or local jurisdictions to undermine a lawful system of immigration. The 
Department will also seek to take any appropriate enforcement action where state or local practices 
violate federal laws, regulations, or grant conditions. 


II. Identify and Evaluate All Funding Agreements with Non-Governmental 
Organizations That Provide Support to Illegal Aliens 


All Department components that provide federal funding to non-governmental 
organizations shall immediately identify all contracts, grants, or other agreements with 
organizations that support or provide services to removable or illegal aliens. For any such 
agreement, each component shall, to the extent consistent with applicable statutes, regulations, 
court orders, and terms: 


(1) Pause any further distribution of funds for 60 days after complying with any notice and 
procedural requirements. 


(2) Identify non-governmental organization(s) receiving funding from the Department and 
describe the support or services provided. The component shall direct each 
organization to report whether the disbursed funds: (a) were provided in accordance 
with applicable laws; (b) resulted in the provision ofany funds or services to removable 
or illegal aliens; ( c) resulted in or were the subject of waste, fraud, or abuse; and ( d) 
promoted or facilitated violations of our immigration laws. The component shall 
further direct each organization to certify that it will not use any remaining funds to 
promote or facilitate the violation of Federal immigration law. 


(3) Compile information set forth at (2) above and submit it to the Associate Attorney 
General within 45 days of this memorandum. 


Upon completion of this process, the Associate Attorney General, in consultation with the 
Deputy Attorney General, shall determine which (if any) agreements to terminate and whether to 
resume funding of any remaining agreements, consistent with applicable statutes, regulations, and 
terms. 


Effective immediately, consistent with applicable law, the Department of Justice shall not 
enter into any new contract, grant, or other agreement to provide Federal funding to non-







governmental organizations that support or provide services, either directly or indirectly (e.g., 
through sub-contracting or other arrangements), to removable or illegal aliens. 


III. Pursue Enforcement Actions Against Jurisdictions That Facilitate Violations 
of Federal Immigration Laws or Impede Lawful Federal Immigration 
Operations 


Actions that impede federal efforts to enforce immigration law threaten public safety and 
national security. State and local jurisdictions must comply with applicable immigration-related 
federal laws. State and local actors may not impede, obstruct, or otherwise fail to comply with 
lawful immigration-related directives pursuant to the President's Article II authority to ensure 
national security, the Immigration and Nationality Act, or other authorities. 


All litigating components of the Department of Justice and each U.S. Attorney's Office 
shall investigate incidents involving any such misconduct and shall, where supported by the 
evidence, prosecute violations of federal laws such as 18 U.S.C. § 371 and 8 U.S.C. §§ 1324 and 
1373. All declination decisions with respect to any effort to obstruct or fail to comply with a lawful 
immigration-related directive from the Executive Branch shall be promptly reported pursuant to 
Justice Manual§ 1-13.130. 


The Civil Division shall, in coordination with the Sanctuary Cities Enforcement Working 
Group, identify state and local laws, policies, and practices that facilitate violations of federal 
immigration laws or impede lawful federal immigration operations. Where appropriate, the Civil 
Division shall take legal action to challenge such laws, policies, or practices. Attorneys tasked to 
the Sanctuary Cities Enforcement Working Group shall regularly report to the Associate Attorney 
General and the Deputy Attorney General their progress regarding the review of state and local 
laws, policies, and practices, and shall promptly report any decisions not to pursue enforcement 
actions against state and local jurisdictions found to be facilitating violations of federal 
immigration laws or impeding lawful federal immigration operations. 
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Executive Order 14287 of April 28, 2025 


Protecting American Communities From Criminal Aliens 


By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the 
laws of the United States of America, it is hereby ordered: 


Section 1. Purpose and Policy. Federal supremacy with respect to immigra-
tion, national security, and foreign policy is axiomatic. The Constitution 
provides the Federal Government with plenary authority regarding immigra-
tion to protect the sovereignty of our Nation and to conduct relations with 
other nations, who must be able to deal with one national Government 
on such matters. This power is sometimes contained in specific constitutional 
provisions: Article II of the Constitution vests the power to protect national 
security and conduct foreign policy in the President of the United States, 
and Article IV, Section 4, requires the Federal Government to ‘‘protect 
each of [the States] against Invasion.’’ This Federal power over immigration 
is also an inherent element of national sovereignty. 


The prior administration allowed unchecked millions of aliens to illegally 
enter the United States. The resulting public safety and national security 
risks are exacerbated by the presence of, and control of territory by, inter-
national cartels and other transnational criminal organizations along the 
southern border, as well as terrorists and other malign actors who intend 
to harm the United States and the American people. This invasion at the 
southern border requires the Federal Government to take measures to fulfill 
its obligation to the States. 


Yet some State and local officials nevertheless continue to use their authority 
to violate, obstruct, and defy the enforcement of Federal immigration laws. 
This is a lawless insurrection against the supremacy of Federal law and 
the Federal Government’s obligation to defend the territorial sovereignty 
of the United States. Beyond the intolerable national security risks, such 
nullification efforts often violate Federal criminal laws, including those pro-
hibiting obstruction of justice (18 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.), unlawfully harboring 
or hiring illegal aliens (8 U.S.C. 1324), conspiracy against the United States 
(18 U.S.C. 371), and conspiracy to impede Federal law enforcement (18 
U.S.C. 372). Assisting aliens in violating Federal immigration law could 
also violate the Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act (18 
U.S.C. 1961 et seq.). Some measures to assist illegal aliens also necessarily 
violate Federal laws prohibiting discrimination against Americans in favor 
of illegal aliens and protecting Americans’ civil rights. 


It is imperative that the Federal Government restore the enforcement of 
United States law. 


Sec. 2. Designation of ‘‘Sanctuary’’ Jurisdictions. (a) Within 30 days of 
the date of this order, the Attorney General, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, shall publish a list of States and local jurisdic-
tions that obstruct the enforcement of Federal immigration laws (sanctuary 
jurisdictions). After this initial publication, the Attorney General and the 
Secretary of Homeland Security shall update this list as necessary. 


(b) Immediately following each publication under subsection (a) of this 
section, the Attorney General and the Secretary of Homeland Security shall 
notify each sanctuary jurisdiction regarding its defiance of Federal immigra-
tion law enforcement and any potential violations of Federal criminal law. 
Sec. 3. Consequences for Sanctuary Jurisdiction Status. (a) With respect 
to sanctuary jurisdictions that are designated under section 2(a) of this 
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order, the head of each executive department or agency (agency), in coordina-
tion with the Director of the Office of Management and Budget and as 
permitted by law, shall identify appropriate Federal funds to sanctuary 
jurisdictions, including grants and contracts, for suspension or termination, 
as appropriate. 


(b) With respect to jurisdictions that remain sanctuary jurisdictions after 
State or local officials are provided notice of such status under section 
2(b) of this order and yet remain in defiance of Federal law, the Attorney 
General and the Secretary of Homeland Security shall pursue all necessary 
legal remedies and enforcement measures to end these violations and bring 
such jurisdictions into compliance with the laws of the United States. 
Sec. 4. Preventing Federal Benefits for Aliens in Sanctuary Jurisdictions. 
The Secretary of Homeland Security, in coordination with the Attorney 
General, shall develop guidance, rules, or other appropriate mechanisms 
to ensure appropriate eligibility verification is conducted for individuals 
receiving Federal public benefits within the meaning of 8 U.S.C. 1611(c) 
from private entities in a sanctuary jurisdiction, whether such verification 
is conducted by the private entity or by a governmental entity on its behalf. 


Sec. 5. Equal Treatment of Americans. The Attorney General, in consultation 
with the Secretary of Homeland Security and appropriate agency heads, 
shall identify and take appropriate action to stop the enforcement of State 
and local laws, regulations, policies, and practices favoring aliens over any 
groups of American citizens that are unlawful, preempted by Federal law, 
or otherwise unenforceable, including State laws that provide in-State higher 
education tuition to aliens but not to out-of-State American citizens that 
may violate 8 U.S.C. 1623 or that favor aliens in criminal charges or sen-
tencing. 


Sec. 6. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order shall be construed 
to impair or otherwise affect: 


(i) the authority granted by law to an executive department or agency, 
or the head thereof; or 


(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 
(b) This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and 


subject to the availability of appropriations. 


(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 
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(d) The Department of Justice shall provide funding for this order’s publica-
tion in the Federal Register. 


THE WHITE HOUSE, 
April 28, 2025. 


[FR Doc. 2025–07789 


Filed 5–1–25; 8:45 am] 


Billing code 4410–CW–P 
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DSP-0801-2025-157(a) 
 
 
2 de septiembre de 2025 
 
Jennifer Martí nez Heyer 
Secretaria  
Secretarí a del Senado 
Senado de Puerto Rico 
El Capitolio, San Juan, Puerto Rico 
 
Ví a correo electro nico:  secretaria@senado.pr.gov   
 
Petición de Información 2025-0091 
 
Estimada secretaria:  
 
Reciba un cordial saludo. Acuso recibo de su comunicacio n, remitida a nuestra oficina, ayer, 
19 de agosto de 2025. En la misma, informo  que el Senado de Puerto Rico, en su sesio n del 
18 de agosto de 2025, aprobo  la Peticio n de Informacio n 2025-0091, presentada por el 
senador Herna ndez Ortiz.  
 
En virtud de lo anterior, y en el descargo de sus facultades, ha requerido que, como secretario 
del Departamento de Seguridad Pu blica, someta documentacio n relacionada con el acceso 
del municipio de Aguadilla a los fondos federales otorgados a trave s del Programa Operation 
Stonegarden, para los an os fiscales 2023 y 2024. Segu n se desprende de su comunicado, la 
presente peticio n se origino  al trascender a la luz pu blica que el Departamento de Seguridad 
Pu blica (en adelante, DSP) remitio  una carta al primer ejecutivo de Aguadilla, informa ndole 
que el Municipio no tendra  acceso a dichos fondos para los an os fiscales antes indicados. Y, 
que, la determinacio n fue tomada tras la aprobacio n de la Ordenanza Nu m. 82 mediante la 
que se declaro  el Municipio de Aguadilla como ciudad santuario.  
 
En especí fico, solicita la siguiente informacio n detallada:  
 


1. Si dicha determinación se llevó a cabo por instrucciones del Gobierno Federal o si fue 
por iniciativa propia del DSP;  


2. Provea información que permita conocer cuáles fueron los criterios legales o 
administrativos que llevaron a cabo en su agencia para tomar dicha decisión.  


 
En cumplimiento de su solicitud, sometemos la presente contestacio n a la Peticio n de 
Informacio n 2025-0091. Veamos.  



mailto:secretaria@senado.pr.gov
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El Programa de Subvenciones Operation Stonegarden (en adelante, OPSG) tiene como 
objetivo mejorar la cooperacio n y la coordinacio n de la Patrulla Fronteriza con las agencias 
locales, tribales, territoriales, estatales y federales en una misio n conjunta para asegurar la 
frontera1. En esencia, este programa federal ofrece fondos a los cuerpos de seguridad que 
participan en patrullajes, actividades de prevencio n e intervenciones, incluyendo operativos, 
en colaboracio n con agencias federales como la Oficina de Aduanas y Proteccio n Fronteriza 
de los Estados Unidos (U. S. Customs and Border Protection, por sus siglas en ingle s, CBP). 
Para garantizar el buen funcionamiento del programa OPSG, se han establecido claramente 
las responsabilidades y procedimientos que tendra n que seguir los participantes del mismo. 
Esto, conforme al ordenamiento vigente y las regulaciones aplicables.  Los fondos obtenidos 
en virtud del mismo se podra n utilizar para el pago de horas extras, la adquisicio n de equipo, 
el mantenimiento de dicho equipo y para los gastos de combustible.  
 
Referente al manejo del programa OPSG, es meritorio ofrecer un breve trasfondo, puesto que 
contempla tres componentes: operacional, administrativo y la delegacio n de fondos. 
Iniciamos sen alando que CBP esta  a cargo del aspecto operacional, por lo que es la entidad 
que presenta y hace recomendaciones basadas en el valor estrate gico, de acuerdo con la 
inteligencia e informacio n que posee sobre los municipios o agencias participantes. Por su 
parte, la Agencia Federal para el Manejo de Emergencias (FEMA, por sus siglas en ingle s) esta  
a cargo de la administracio n del programa y la asignacio n de fondos a nivel federal, por lo 
que es la entidad que delimita las directrices para la utilizacio n de los fondos en las 
jurisdicciones participantes a trave s de un u nico ente estatal autorizado. Por u ltimo, la 
delegacio n de fondos la ejerce el organismo denominado State Administrative Agency (en 
adelante, SAA). En Puerto Rico el organismo autorizado por la Gobernadora para recibir y 
administrar los fondos del OPSG es la Oficina para Asuntos de Seguridad Pu blica (en 
adelante, OASP) y el secretario del DSP.  
  
Por nuestra parte, subrayamos que el SAA, para cumplir su rol, tiene el deber de otorgar 
acuerdos con las partes (subrecipientes de fondos), en cumplimiento de las guí as del 
programa y la normativa estatal y federal vigente. Asimismo, es responsable de establecer 
los controles de fiscalizacio n para el buen uso de las subvenciones. Obse rvese que como SAA 
en Puerto Rico, la OASP adscrita al DSP y el secretario del DSP son responsables de rendir 
cuentas ante el gobierno federal respecto al cumplimiento cabal del programa OPSG y el uso 
de los fondos asignados a Puerto Rico bajo dicho programa. Por tanto, son los llamados a 
velar por el buen uso de estos y, sobre todo, a que se deleguen dentro del marco legal vigente, 
toda vez que tienen que rendir cuentas en las monitoras que realiza el gobierno federal y en 
algunas ocasiones, de ser necesario, en las auditorí as.  
 
Es importante mencionar que la delegacio n de fondos se establece mediante un plan 
operacional estrate gico, previamente delineado por CBP y en atencio n a algunas necesidades 
identificadas por el subrecipiente de los fondos. Este plan es evaluado y aprobado por FEMA 


 
1 U.S Customs and Border Protection (10 de octubre de 2019), “El programa de subvenciones Operation 
Stonegarden alcanza un hito de 10 an os en la frontera del Caribe” (https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-
media-release/operation-stonegarden-grant-program-reaches-10-year-milestone-
caribbean?language_content_entity=es  



https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/operation-stonegarden-grant-program-reaches-10-year-milestone-caribbean?language_content_entity=es

https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/operation-stonegarden-grant-program-reaches-10-year-milestone-caribbean?language_content_entity=es

https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/operation-stonegarden-grant-program-reaches-10-year-milestone-caribbean?language_content_entity=es
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y conforme es utilizado se les emite a los subrecipientes un reembolso de fondos o en ciertos 
casos un anticipo. 
 
En lo que concierne al municipio de Aguadilla, es imperativo establecer que el DSP no le 
retiro  los fondos del programa OPSG por razo n de su declaracio n como ciudad santuario, sino 
que en consideracio n a la recie n aprobada Ordenanza Nu m. 82, mediante la cual se declaro  
como tal. Y es que, las razones que motivaron la notificacio n a dicho Municipio sobre la 
determinacio n de remover los fondos asignados bajo el programa para los an os fiscales 2023 
y 2024, se desprenden claramente de la faz de dicha ordenanza, titulada: “Para declarar a 
Aguadilla como ciudad santuario y establecer una política municipal de protección a las 
comunidades inmigrantes, con la prohibición de colaboración en temas migratorios arbitrarios 
sin ordenes judiciales; para crear el Protocolo Municipal para la gestión de solicitudes de 
información sobre el estado migratorio de ciudadanos por parte de agencias federales; y para 
otros fines relacionados”.  
 
Para mayor claridad, traemos a su atencio n que el 18 de octubre de 2023, la OASP del DSP y 
el municipio de Aguadilla otorgaron un Acuerdo de delegacio n de fondos, vigente hasta el 30 
de abril de 2026. El mismo se titula: “Acuerdo de delegación de fondos entre la Oficina para 
Asuntos de Seguridad Pública y el municipio de Aguadilla bajo el programa Operation 
Stonegarden (OPSG) de la subvención federal conocida como Homeland Security Grant 
Program (HSPG), año fiscal 2023”. El propo sito de dicho acuerdo se estipulo  en el aca pite 
tercero, que le así :  
… 
“TERCERO: PROPÓSITO. - Conforme los criterios de elegibilidad y administración de estos 
fondos, la OASP viene obligada a asignar a LA SEGUNDA PARTE2 los fondos aprobados por DHS 
como parte del programa OPSG, razón por la cual se otorga el presente ACUERDO. El propósito 
del mismo es que LA SEGUNDA PARTE pueda realizar operativos de patrullaje, prevención e 
intervención en conjunto con las agencias federales como la patrulla fronteriza Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP); estableciendo las responsabilidades y procedimientos a seguir 
conforme el ordenamiento jurídico vigente, según el OPSG FY 2023, conforme DHS y las 
correspondientes regulaciones. Tiene también como propósito mejorar la cooperación y la 
coordinación entre las agencias de seguridad pública estatal, territorial, municipal y federal, 
de manera que puedan realizar una misión conjunta para proteger las fronteras de Estados 
Unidos”.  
… 
 
Por otra parte, la Ordenanza Nu m. 82, presentada por el Hon. Rafael Valle Ortiz dispone entre 
otras cosas lo siguiente: “Esta ordenanza establece una política de no colaboración con 
agencias federales de inmigración en acciones orientadas a la persecución de personas por 
razón exclusiva de su estatus migratorio, excepto cuando exista una orden judicial válida o una 
amenaza comprobada a la seguridad pública”. (E nfasis nuestro)  
 
 


 
2 Se denomina al Municipio de Aguadilla como Segunda Parte en la comparecencia del Acuerdo de Delegacio n 
de Fondos.  
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Siguiendo la lí nea anterior, la Legislatura Municipal en dicho documento ordena: “Sección 1: 
Se declara a Aguadilla como ciudad santuario y se establece una política municipal de 
protección a las comunidades inmigrantes, con la prohibición de colaboración en temas 
migratorios arbitrarios sin órdenes judiciales”. 
… 
Sección 4: Queda prohibido a todo funcionario o empleado municipal, incluyendo 
personal de la Policía municipal:  
 


a. Detener, interrogar o investigar a una persona únicamente por su estatus migratorio. 
b. Compartir información confidencial con agencias federales de inmigración sin 


una orden judicial válida. 
c. Participar en redadas, arrestos o actividades coordinadas por ICE o CBP que no 


estén respaldadas por una orden judicial. 
 


El Municipio no utilizará fondos, recursos humanos ni materiales para facilitar la 
implementación de políticas migratorias federales, salvo en cumplimiento de una orden 
judicial firme”. (E nfasis nuestro) 
 
Ciertamente, la Ordenanza Nu m. 82 esta  en clara contravencio n a las exigencias del programa 
OPSG y a las estipulaciones del acuerdo de delegacio n de fondos otorgado entre las partes. 
Lo ordenado por el municipio de Aguadilla prohí be a sus empleados, en especí fico a los 
policí as municipales, participar en labores ana logas a las que les corresponde llevar a cabo 
como ente colaborador bajo el programa OPSG, y conforme se obligaron en el aludido 
acuerdo. Adema s, dicha prohibicio n incluye de manera directa y especí fica aquellas redadas, 
arrestos o actividades coordinadas por CBP, siendo este ente pilar del programa OPSG.   Y es 
que la ordenanza en su inicio dispone que “Cientos de jurisdicciones en los Estados Unidos, 
incluyendo Ciudades, Condados y Estados, se han declarado oficialmente como “Ciudades 
Santuario”, limitando la cooperación con agencias federales como ICE y CBP en defensa de 
los derechos civiles de sus residentes”. Sin embargo, como acotamos antes, la Legislatura 
Municipal de Aguadilla prohibio  toda cooperacio n de esta naturaleza, lo que a todas luces les 
impide participar en el programa, poniendo en riesgo la delegacio n de fondos para dicho 
Municipio. Existe una clara distincio n entre prohibir una actividad o limitar la misma, puesto 
que la prohibicio n descarta cualquier posibilidad de que pueda ejecutarse.  
 
Ante este escenario, y habiendo tomado conocimiento de la ordenanza promulgada, resulto  
imperativo que la OASP tomara accio n inmediata. Trata ndose de un asunto sobre delegacio n 
y uso de fondos federales, debemos dejar claro que el DSP en el descargo de su 
responsabilidad como SAA fue proactivo al actuar conforme a la polí tica pu blica estatal 
vigente para salvaguardar los fondos asignados a Puerto Rico. De este modo, se evita la 
devolucio n y pe rdida de los fondos, así  como futuros sen alamientos, toda vez que el 
ordenamiento permite la redistribucio n de fondos para que otro subrecipiente del programa 
OPSG pueda utilizar los mismos. Esta pra ctica es una regular y rutinaria, ejercida por la SAA 
para maximizar la completa utilizacio n de los fondos que se asignan a nuestra Isla. Esto se 
logra iniciando un proceso para redistribuir fondos entre subrecipientes del programa y, de 
igual modo, se lleva a cabo con otros programas administrados por la OASP. Adema s, toda 
determinacio n respecto a la redistribucio n de fondos no recae exclusivamente en el DSP, sino 
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que es un asunto atendido entre los tres componentes: CBP, FEMA y SAA, por lo que 
mantenemos total sintoní a sobre tales incidencias. 
 
Es relevante sen alar que nuestras acciones son acordes con el marco legal regulatorio, 
particularmente la Orden Ejecutiva 14159 aprobada por el presidente de los Estados Unidos 
Donald J. Trump (Executive Order 14159 Protecting the American People Against Invasion), 
que en lo pertinente al to pico que nos atan e, dispone:  
 
"Sec. 17. Sanctuary Jurisdictions. The Attorney General and the Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall, to the maximum extent possible under law, evaluate and undertake any lawful actions to 
ensure that so-called "sanctuary" jurisdictions, which seek to interfere with the lawful exercise 
of Federal law enforcement operations, do not receive access to Federal funds. Further, the 
Attorney General and the Secretary of Homeland Security shall evaluate and undertake any 
other lawful actions, criminal or civil, that they deem warranted based on any such 
jurisdiction's practices that interfere with the enforcement of Federal law." (E nfasis nuestro) 
 
Asimismo, nos amparamos en el Memorando promulgado por el Departamento de Justicia 
Federal el pasado 5 de febrero de 2025 (Sanctuary Jurisdiction Directives), que en su inicio 
dispone lo siguiente:  
 
“Unlawful border crossings and illegal migration into the United States have reached record 
levels, resulting in a substantial and unacceptable threat to our national security and public 
safety. To protect the American people from the effects of unlawful mass migration, President 
Trump has prioritized securing our Nation's borders and enforcing federal immigration laws. 
In furtherance of that objective, the Department of Justice will ensure that, consistent with law, 
"sanctuary jurisdictions" do not receive access to Federal funds from the Department. 
Consistent with applicable statutes, regulations, court orders, and terms, the Department of 
Justice shall pause the distribution of all funds until a review has been completed, terminate any 
agreements that are in violation of law or are the source of waste, fraud, or abuse, and initiate 
clawback or recoupment procedures, where appropriate.2 In carrying out this directive, each 
component shall comply with any notice and procedural requirements in the award, agreement, 
or other instrument”. 
 
Puntualizamos que la OASP, durante ma s de una de cada, ha logrado completar los procesos 
de auditorí a sin sen alamientos ni cuestionamientos de costos, incluyendo monitorí as 
federales y “single audits”.  Actualmente una agencia estatal y doce municipios participan en 
el programa OPSG, cumpliendo plenamente con los requisitos federales. Por ello, aseveramos 
que la OASP mantiene un historial intachable ante las agencias federales, por lo que goza de 
su confianza.  
 
Continuando con los fondos referentes al municipio de Aguadilla, no podemos perder de 
perspectiva que los fondos federales son claros en cuanto a su uso y que no se prestan para 
interpretaciones o puntos medios. No tese que, como hemos planteado antes en nuestro 
escrito, el programa OPSG se administra en comu n acuerdo entre todas las partes 
involucradas, ya sea desde el aspecto operacional o administrativo. Por ello, la evaluacio n 
sobre la redistribucio n de fondos se llevo  a cabo en consulta con CBP Headquartes, FEMA, 
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los lineamientos establecidos en el Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO), y en esta ocasio n, 
observando la directriz presidencial vigente y la polí tica pu blica del Gobierno Federal, fue 
ineludible colegir que el municipio de Aguadilla no debí a proceder con el uso de los fondos 
asignados bajo el programa OPSG para los an os fiscales 2023 y 2024. 
 
Dicho lo anterior, dejamos establecido que los fondos no fueron removidos. A todos los 
efectos, los fondos permanecieron asignados al municipio de Aguadilla, mientras las partes 
a cargo dilucidaban el asunto para arribar a la determinacio n final sobre su uso. Esta 
determinacio n dependí a de la evaluacio n y la posible remocio n por parte de FEMA. 
Reiteramos que mientras se dilucidaba este asunto, nuestras acciones fueron correctas y en 
el pleno descargo de las funciones como SAA.  
 
No obstante, el pasado 27 de agosto de 2025, el SAA recibe notificacio n de FEMA en la que 
comparte comunicacio n del alcalde del municipio de Aguadilla, Hon. Julio Rolda n 
Concepcio n. En dicha comunicacio n el Honorable Alcalde manifesto  su intere s en continuar 
colaborando con CBP, comprometie ndose a prestar apoyo en las operaciones coordinadas 
por dicho ente federal. Tambie n reitero  su compromiso de mantener y fortalecer alianzas en 
pro de Puerto Rico, reafirmando que su prioridad es garantizar la seguridad de los residentes 
de Aguadilla y la proteccio n de sus costas.  
 
En atencio n a estas comunicaciones entre el municipio de Aguadilla y CBP, y al compromiso 
manifiesto del alcalde, FEMA nos informo  que la situacio n se ha subsanado, por lo que dicho 
Municipio puede continuar utilizando los fondos obtenidos a trave s del programa OPSG. Esto, 
sujeto al cumplimiento del compromiso del alcalde con CBP, y a que continu en ejerciendo las 
funciones que como participante del programa deben realizar en colaboracio n con las 
entidades federales.  
 
Por u ltimo, recomendamos respetuosamente que, para mayor certeza sobre esta 
informacio n, se ausculte con el primer ejecutivo de Aguadilla y su equipo de trabajo su 
postura en cuanto a la participacio n en el programa OPSG y el claro compromiso con las 
operaciones de CBP.  
 
Se incluyen como anejos:  
 


• Anejo 1- Ordenanza Municipal Nu m. 82 
• Anejo 2- Orden Ejecutiva 14159, 20 de enero de 2025 (presidente de los Estados 


Unidos Donald J. Trump) 
• Anejo 3- Memorando del Departamento de Justicia Federal (United States Attorney 


General, Pamela Bondi) 
• Anejo 4- Orden Ejecutiva 14287 “Protecting American Communities from Criminal 


Aliens”, 28 de abril de 2025 (presidente de los Estados Unidos Donald J. Trump). 
 
En el DSP reafirmamos nuestro compromiso firme con el cumplimiento cabal de las 
regulaciones federales y con la sana administracio n de los fondos asignados, procurando la 
transparencia y eficiencia en el uso de los mismos, garantizando así  la seguridad y el 
bienestar de la ciudadaní a.  
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Por u ltimo, solicitamos a la Secretarí a del Senado de Puerto Rico que determine nuestro 
cumplimiento con la Peticio n de Informacio n 2025-0091. Esperamos que la informacio n 
provista disipe las preocupaciones presentadas por el senador Herna ndez Ortiz.  
 
Reiteramos nuestra disposicio n para atender cualquier solicitud adicional relacionada a 
este o cualquier otro asunto ante su consideracio n. 
 
Cordialmente, 
 
 
 
Arthur J. Garffer 
Secretario 





